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Dwyer 9- 22-59
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT
Kathryn H. Thomas of Cody, Wyo., with a four-year grade average of 3-77 came
within a whisker of a straight-A average (A.00) to lead the 5^0 men and women 
with bachelors degrees
graduated/from Montana State University between August 195& and June 1959> MSU
officials saidx~>-----— -- John L. Gesell Jr. of Chinook earned a 3*7^ average to
win top scholastic honors among male graduates.
Miss Thomas, who received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry in June, was 
awarded a graduate fellowship for study in the Department of Physiology of the 
University of Minnesota Medical School. Her parents are Mr. and Mrs. LaRue Thomas 
of Cody.
Gesell, who was graduated in June with majors in French and history, will be 
a Fulbright scholar this year at the University of Paris, studying Russian history 
at the Sorbonne Faculty of Letters. His parents are Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Gesell of 
Chinook.
Also placing among the top 10 graduates, with averages ranging from 3.75 to 
3.60, were Carole M. Kolstad, Billings; Bruce A. Buck, Idaho Falls, Idaho; Miriam 
Leib Patterson, Malta; Linda J. Copley, Conrad; Carol Lee Miller, Simms; George Q. 
Baker, Missoula; Elsie L. Johnson, Missoula, and Karen E. DuVall, Deer Lodge.
These 10 scholars with the following A8 graduates, listed in descending rank 
order, comprised the highest 10 per cent of the class:
Richard V. Thysell, Bismarck, N. D.; Theodore M. Gran, Miles City; Nancy Ann 
Preston, Great Falls; James W. Thompson, Rye, N. Y.; Julia Raper Hummon, Missoula; 
Roger M. Baty, Bozeman; Kenneth W. Peacock, Missoula; Sharon L. Stanchfield, Wise 
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Myrna Jo Black Gatza, Great Falls; Rulee Ann Matsuoka, Chinook; Dolores M. 
Vaage, Missoula; Richard C. Burlingame, Poison; Teddy W. Roe, Billings; David L. 
Green, St. Ignatius; Richard F. Lukes, Lisbon, N. D.; Claudia R. Hooper, Butte; 
Shirley A. Forsness Johnson, Wolf Point; William M. Crawford, Missoula; Nancy A. 
McLaughlin Peace, Poison; Edward D. Bailey, Hamburg, Pa.; Edward T. Lahey, Butte.
Karen L. Whitcomb, Red Lodge; Sharon Lee Anderson, Helena; Richard A. Anderson, 
Tilden, Neb.; Virginia C. Bacon, Helena; Anna M. Dufresne, Milltown; Thomas D. 
Jackson, Butte; Echo E. McGuire Griffith, Missoula; Charlene Davis Collins, Hardin; 
James A. Barthelmess, Missoula; Richard J. Anderson, Ashland, Ore.; Norman P. 
Creighton, Costa Mesa, Calif.; Philip C. Shelton, Marengo, Ohio; Lillian A. Parkin 
McCammon, Missoula; Helen Smith Gibson, Missoula; Allison E. Page, Hot Springs.
Sidney O ’Malley Armstrong, Helena; Robert V. Crane, Armington; James 0. 
Waldbillig, Missoula; Joyce E. Clark Koski, Missoula; Arlene V. Jennings, Helena; 
Lonnie J. Durham, Missoula; Patricia Patton, Independence, Iowa; Wayne G. Peterson, 
Culbertson; Lois E. Paulson, Stevensville, and James M. Sorte, Scobey.
One hundred and fifteen graduates, or about a fifth of the class, maintained 
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